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The Trend of Business 


IN THE UNITED STATES 


Business Activity for the 4-week period ending June 
17 was up 2 per cent from the previous 4 weeks, 13 per 
cent from the corresponding period in 1949, and 5 per cent 
for the first 5 months of the year as compared with last 
year, according to the New York Times Business Activity 
Index. 


Freight Car Loadings for the same 4-week period were 
up 5 per cent from the previous 4 weeks, were 5 per cent 
above the corresponding period in 1949, but the first 5 
months of the year were 6 per cent below the same period 
last year. 

Bank Debits outside New York City were up 3 per cent 
in May from April and were 9 per cent above May 
1949 and for the first 5 months of the year were 5 per 
cent above the same period last year. 


Industrial Production as measured by the Federal Re- 
serve Board Index was up 3 per cent in May from April, 
was 11 per cent above May 1949, and for the first 5 months 
of the year was 2 per cent above last year. 


Steel Production was up 1 per cent in May from April 
and 13 per cent from May 1949 and for the first 5 months 
of the year was one per cent below the same period last 
year. The steel industry operated at 101 per cent of ca- 
pacity in May. 

(Continued on page 2) 


IN OHIO 


Bank Debits in 16 Ohio cities were up 6 per cent in May 
from April, were 9 per cent above May 1949 and for the 
first 5 months of the year were 3 per cent above last year. 

Agricultural Income was up 5 per cent in May from 
April, was 2 per cent above May 1949, but for the first 5 
months of the year was 1 per cent below last year. For 
the first 5 months of the year, agricultural income from 
meat animals and grains was up 8 per cent and 4 per cent, 
respectively, while income from dairy products, poultry 
and eggs was down 27 per cent and 3 per cent respectively. 

Electric Power Production was down 4 per cent in May 
from April, but was 8 per cent above May 1949 and for 
the first 5 months of the year was 7 per cent above last 
year. 

Retail Sales of independent dealers were up 6 per cent 
in May from April, were up 8 per cent from May 1949, 
and for the first 5 months of the year were 3 per cent 
above last year. 


Department Store Sales were up 6 per cent in May from 
April and were 3 per cent above May 1949, and for the 
first five months of the year, were 3 per cent below last 
year. 

Dyer’s and Cleaners’ Sales were up 24 per cent in May 
from April and were 2 per cent above May 1949, and for 
the first 5 months of the year were 5 per cent below last 
year. 


Employment Variations in Nonmanufactur- 


ing Industries in Ohio by Size of Firm 


Not only do employment trends vary by kind of busi- 
ness or industry but also by size of firm within a given 
industry. This article deals with employment trends by 
size of firm in three major nonmanufacturing industry 
groups—wholesale trade, retail trade, and service—for 
various months over the period 1942-1950. The employ- 
ment trends described below reflect only the changes that 
have occurred in the establishments included in the 
sample; they do not reflect changes which may be due to 
an increase or decrease in the number of firms in the 
industry. 

Before discussing the quantitative aspects of employ- 
ment trends by size of firm, some qualitative factors af- 
fecting the employment trends by size of firm as well as 
employment variations in general should be mentioned. 
In a given industry, larger firms may be able to intro- 
duce labor-saving machinery more efficiently and to 
finance it more easily than can smaller firms. Also, 


WHOLESALE TRADE: Per Cent Change in Employment, By Size 
of Firm, February, 1950 from February, 
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Source: Accompanying Table 


larger firms may be able to reduce or increase the num- 
ber of persons they employ by smaller percentage in- 
crements. A firm employing 100 persons could lay-off or 
hire 1 employee which would amount to a 1 per cent 
change; a smaller firm on the other hand, employing 5 
persons could hardly lay-off or hire 1 per cent (except in 
terms of man-hours) of its employees. If one employee 
were discharged or hired by a company employing 5 
persons, it would amount to a 20 per cent change. In 
addition, differences in store practices and methods of 
merchandising or of selling services are significant factors 
affecting employment trends of different firms in the same 
kind of business. 

The business classifications used here are rather broad 
and hence include different kinds of businesses which, in 
turn, affect the size of the firm. For example, the firms 
employing over 200 employees in the retail trade group 
are primarily department stores, while in the service 
industry they are finance, insurance and brokerage houses 
for the most part. 

Since the employment picture is presented for two 
different months of the year, the employment variations 


(Continued on page 8) 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 


Business in the United States 


IN THE UNITED STATES 
(Continued from Page 1) 

Construction Activity as measured by the value of 
contracts awarded was down fractionally in May 
from April, was 53 per cent above May 1949, and for 
the first 5 months of the year was 56 per cent above 
last year. 

Retail Sales of independent dealers were up 5 per 
cent in May from April, were up 8 per cent from 
May 1949 and for the first 5 months of this year 
were 4 per cent above last year. 


Department Store Sales were up 1 per cent in 
May from April but were fractionally below May 
1949, and for the first 5 months of the year were 
2 per cent below last year. 


Wholesale Commodity Prices were up 2 per cent 
in May from April and were fractionally above May 
1949, but for the first 5 months of the year were 3 
per cent below last year. 


Retail Food Prices were up 2 per cent in May 
from April, but were 1 per cent below May 1949 
and were 3 per cent below last year. 


Department Store Prices were unchanged in May 
from April but were 2 per cent below May 1949 and 
for the first 5 months of the year were 2 per cent 
below last year. 


FOOTNOTES FOR BULLETIN TABLES 


tChange in number of failures; *Figures in parentheses show 
number of firms reporting this month; »Data not available; 
‘Only percentage change available; 4A djusted for seasonal 
changes; *Bureau of Business Research estimate; ‘Adjusted for 
number of working days; *Data cover county area; "Includes 
additions, alterations and repairs along with residential and non- 
residential; Preliminary; ‘Revised; ‘Weighted; than 
0.6% ; yMore than 1 ,000% increase. 

Primary Sources: 


Computed from original data collected by the Bureau of Busi- 
ness Research from: ‘Local Power and "Light Co’s.; *County 
Clerk of Courts; *Ohio Cleaners and Dyers. 

Computed by the B of B h from data col- 
lected in cooperation with: ‘Bureau of the Census, U. S. Dept. 
of Commerce. 

5Computed by the Bureau of Business Research ge data su 
plied by the Division of Research and the Ohio 
Bureau of Unemployment C n Cooperation 
with the Bureau of Labor Statistics, U. Ss. Dept. A *Fed- 
eral Power Commission; *Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau; 
and from data of: *Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System ; °F. W. Dodge Corporation. 

Other Data York Times; “Association of 
American Railroads; “Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.; “American Iron 
& Steel isSteel Magazine; Federal Reserve Board; 
16. S. Dept. of Agriculture; “Commercial & Financial Chron- 
icle; “U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics; “Wards Reports; 
Federal Power Commission; “Bituminous Coal Division, U. 8. 
Dept. of Interior; “U. 8S. Steel Corporation; ™F. W. Dodge 
Corporation; “Chain Store Age; ™U. S. Dept. of Commerce; 
Fairchild Standard and Poor’s Corp.; *Dept. of 
Rural oO. S. U.; National Industrial Conference 
Board; ®R. L. Polk & Co.; “Ohio Bureau of Unemployment 
Compensation. 
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of General Business 


Ly or Average Indexes for % %o % 
eeks Ended on Indicated | 
or 6/17/50 Comp. 160 158 2 +13 65 
Feght. Car Loadings™ 3,092 2,949,+ 5 |+ 5 |— 6 
ve Com. Failures!2 6/17/50 8o1/—10 2 |+11 
Calendar Month | 
Bank Dbts. (Excl. N. Y.C.)%2 1935-89 | 325 314;+ 3 | + 9 |+ 56 
er Seasonally Adjusted, at Ann. Rates: 
Tot. Pers. Income Pay.™:4 Bil. Dol 213 3 8 
m Salaries and Wages 136; 187;+ 1/+ 3/4 1 
Non-Agricultural 199 199;— 1 5 |+ 5& 
ar Agr. Inc. (Cash f. Mktgs.)*® 1935-89 265| 232|+ 14 |— 8 10 
Life Ins. Sales?........... 248; 2301+ 8 |+17 |+ 8 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate. Capacity 101, 100'+ 9 |— 5 
in Securities Issued’. —New.. iu. Dol. 771 540|+ 48 |+ 13 | + 9 
y Securities Issued?"—Refunding sg 290 160 | + 81 | +267 | +214 
re Employment and Pay Rolls” 
No. Employed—Mfg. 144; + 1 4 2 
‘ + Pay Rolls—Manufacturing .... 345; 2 | + 10 1 
n 
ay Production 
3 Industrial Prod. ......... 1935-39 193 isi+ 8 
lec. Power Prod.™. .Mil. 26,525 | 25,487|/+ 4/+14/+ 9 
Bitum. Coal Prod.*.....Thous. 45,158 | 44,7992;— 6 |—17 
Steel Prod. Av. Weekly Tons Thows 1,930 1,914;+ 1 +13 |— i 
ay Pig Iron Prod.™...... Thous. » b b 
ac pments“*..... 1945-57 op 
49 Mach. Tool Shi i 82 62 34 |+ 138 10 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded—37 Eastern States) 
ay Total (Index) ™ 8 Mo.Mov.Av. 1923-25 | 321 | 325; — 1 |+ 47 |+ 58 
nd Tho — * |+ 58 | + 56 
Residentiais® eeccccece | 674,604 | 674,836 — * | + 95 | +110 
nt Nonresidential* . | 408,543 | 448,619, — 9 | + 27 | + 32 
Public Works & Util. ” » | 264,456 | 227,041| + 16 | + 24 | + 19 
Distribution 
Retail Sales™ .... | l+ 6 /+ 8|+ 4 
Dept. Store Sales 287 | 286;+ 1 32 
ow 
Prices 
nal 
for Wholesale Commod. Prices"... .1926 | 156 2/+ 8 
des © Cost of Living®...... 1935-389 169 167} + 1 |— = 1 
on- Retail Food Prices'®... 2 197;+ 8 
han Dept. Store Prices*......... | 137 137 | 2 
usi- 
nty Banking and Finance 
| CHANGE FROM 
pt. | . June 21 | June 22 | June 23 
ITEM | t Last 
1950 1949 1948 | ysonth | Year 
nit Amt. | Pr.Ct. 
ore Federal Reserve Banks'® $ %o 
eu; | U.S. Gov. Securities...Mil. Dol. | 17,679] 19,166/ 21,010/+ 278/— 8 
ve Member Bank Borrowings ” 77 671 355 | — — 89 
Member Banks—101 Cities'® | 
of Total Loans .......... 25,261 23,562 23,788; + 417/+ 7 
ron Bus. & ym Loans and | 
“ Open Market Paper ”’ 13,532 13,292 14,855; + 155;+ 2 
ooh Brok. & Other Secur. 
rts; Ins. 2,289 2,322 1,809 | + 13};— 1 
s. Real Estate Loans... 4,664 4,112 3,811,+ 13 
dge Other Loans ........ 4,877 | 3,931 3,734| + 170|-+ 24 
* Total Investments .... 42,582 | 39,044 39,084|+ 9 
* U.S. Gov. Obligations.. 36,873 | 34,515 34,869! + 7 
and Deposits ..... 48,040 | 46,319 | 46,647 + 1,107'+ 4 
Time Deposits ........ 15,591 | 15,818) 14,888 | + 102|+ 2 
Money® | 26,926 27,345 27,792 54|— 2 
Money in Circulation.. ” | 
Monetary Gold Stock... 24,231 24,421 23,523 | + 1 
Security Markets?" | 160 117 142 i+ 3\+ 36 
Stock Prices-365Ind. In’x’S5-39 | 
~ 109 88 128 |— + 23 
” ” ” ” i 113 93 + 22 
BondYid-Cors Aly ihigh er.) % | 2.585 2.695 2. 788 88 | 018 — 4 


* Indicates Series Charted (psxe 2). For Sources and Footnotes, see page 2. 


CHANGE FROM 
MonTH Last YEAR 
ITEM May Apr. May y 5 
1950 1950 1950 1950 
Unit from from 1950 
or Index Apr. May from 
Base Period 1950 1949 1949 
General Business 

| % | % | % 

Bank Debits** (16 ont. «1985-82 331 318'+ 6 |+ 9 8 
Commercial Failures’? -Number | 30 30 0oi— 6 |+ 4 
Commercial Liabilities". Thous. Dol. 623 | 752;—17 |— 5 |— 33 
Life Ins. 223 207, + 8 |+16 1 
Agr. Income™—Total .......1924-88 219 209 + 

318 293 + 9 8 
Dairy Pro@ucts 222 216 + 8 |+ *= |j— 3 
135 | 153 — 12 |+12/+ 4 
Poultry and Eggs. . 4 | 2 |— 81 | — 27 

Electric Power Produc.* 1808-89 282; — 4 8 7 

Bit. Coal Prod.*! 4 wks. Thous. Tons 2, 560 3,365 — 15 | + 12 3 
Construction (Value of Contracts Awarded)*** 

Total (Index) .............1895-89 586 613 4 | + 82 | + 48 
904 8388 + 8 | +1386 | +142 
Nonresidential ............ 523 | 554 | — +40 * 
Public Works & Utilities. : ETE as 260 | 407 | — 36 | + 46 | + 29 

Distribution 
Retail Sales—Independent Stores* | 
All Lines (1787)....... 1935-39 | 264 6 |+ 8 |+ 8 
All Lines¥,4 (1787)....... 54 254;— + 8 8 
All Lines¥,* (1787)....... ” | e e 2 + 8 |+ 8 
Apparel (174) ......... ” 219 2200;— 1 «1 |— 8 
Furniture (189), | 235 207'+ 7 | + 9 
Bldg. Material (145) on 409 300 a 36 | + 29 | + 18 

e Dept. Store Sales (44).. ” | 292 277;+ 6 |+ 8 |— 3 
Dyer’s & Cleaner’s Sales* (51). .1989 | 347 279'+ 24 2 5 
Passgr. Car. Reg. New? (42 cos.) No. | 25,402 | 21,847' + 16 + 25 | + 27 
Truck Reg. New? (42 acces 3,252 2,796 + 16 | + 36 | + 19 
Used Car Reg.? (33 cos.) chdvenre | 62,711 | 59,917; + 5 | + 22 | + 26 
Living Costs (6 cities)® Jan. 1989 i b b | b 

Placements, Unemployment and Unemployment Compensation™ 
Placements by O.E.S........-.- No.| 30,058! 22,358| + 34 | + 32 | + 12 
Registered for Work with O.E.S. ” | 173.976 | 200,753 | — 1 — 8 |+ 28 
Total Benefit Payments. .Thous. Dol. 8,128 10,542) — 23 | + 45 | +164 
Av. Receiving Benefits Wkly....No. 81 ,010 ' 109,909 — 26 + 13 | +118 
Wkly. Benefits Per Recipient...Dol., 23.15 23.55; — 2 |+ 20 | + 23 
Unemployment Com. Fund. .Mil. Dol. | 499 | 1 b 

Employment, Pay Rolls and Earnings” 
Number | | 

Total® (6849)* .......... 1935-39! 181} 1/+ /— 4 

e Manufacturing’ (2321 123 122'+ 1j/+ 56 |— 8 

e Trade & Pub. Util.” 121 | 121,;+ * 6 |— 6 

e Construction (614) ....... ” } 139 125;+11 |— 5 
Pay Rolls: | 

‘Total® md 

Manufacturing™ (2321) | 320/ 308/+ 8|—1 

e Trade & Pub. Util.” (3914) 312 304'+ 2 | + 2 

Construction (614) ...... 229 2200'+ 8 |— 4 

e Man-Hours—Mfg.¥ (2298) . = 292 | 244,+20 |+ 56 |— 4 
Wage Earner Mfg.¥........ ” 137 134,+ 7 |— 8 

Av. Hours Worked ......-...No.| 38.8| 387/+ 1|— 1 


Banking (4th Federal Reserve District)?* 


ITEM June 21 J June 22 ae 23 Last Last 


Unit | 


1949 


Month | Year 


Cleveland Federal Reserve oa 
U.S. Gov. Securities Thous. Dol. | 1, = 728 


Member Bank Borrowings ” 12,447 
e Total Loans ......... Mil. Dol. 1,521 


Member Banks—4th District | 


Mkt. Paper... 806 
Brok. & 

Loans ...... = 127 

Real Estate Loans... 315 
Other Loans ........ 9 293 

¢ Total Investments .... ” | 3,229 
U.S. Gov. Obligations... ” 2,838 
Demand Deposits ..... net | 3,210 | 
Time Deposits ...... ae | 1,871 


22,085 


1,458 | 


1,380 


$ % 
1,767,665 | 2,014,236 | +25,769 |— 7 


30,618 | + 7,825 |— 44 
1,480 | + 15);+ 4 


111 | + 5 | + 53 
250 | + 6|+ 18 
231/+ 16 
2,841'+ 54/+ 11 
1 
2,973;+ 48/+ 6 
1,328 


see page 2. 


* Indicates a Charted (pages 8, 4, or 6). For Sources and Footnotes, | 
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OHIO EMPLOYEE GROSS EARNINGS® NUMBER EMPLOYED (1935 -1939+100) 
AREA May, 1950 May, 1949 
iit (County) Weekly | Hourly | Weekly | Hourly 400 
4 Manufacturi: @ 
(80)® ...... 1.74 57.95 10 340 ALL TRIES 
Cincinnati (368). 58.29 | 1.42 | 6431 | 1. 290 |—PAYROLLS 
8 nd (548) ....... 64.94 1.62 | 60.77 | 1.69 a \ 
8 Columbus (120) ....... 57.81 1.41 54.91 1.40 
4 Dayton (117) ........ 14.44 | 1.74 220 
Toledo (126) 69.78 | 1.75 NUMBER EMPLOYED! | 
3 Youngstown (34) goa | 160 | | 
Total Ohio (2298) ....| 62. | 67.86 | 1.51 
45.88 | 1.17 | 45.98 | 1.17 | 
8 Canton aa) Vignes? $8.22 | 1.02 | 44.18 | 1.15 40 
Columbus (287) .......| 4461 | 1.10 | 45.81 | 1.06 PRODUCTION AND $80 
| other coun’ 
8 Total Ohio (8288) 48.28 | 1.21 | 47.62 | 1.17 480 CONTRACTS A i 460 
Const tion :™ 
3 Akron (29) 78.65 | 2.21 74.82 1.98 | 
x Canton (27) 64.22 1.94 74.97 1 400 iH | | 
8 Cincinnati (96) .......| 70.92 | 1.96 | 71. 1.92 1 It 1 ‘ | | 
9 Cleveland (158) .......| 92.06 | 2.35 81.55 | 2.18 340 
. Columbus (27) 69.08 | 1.59 | 59.17 | 1.74 340 - \ | | 
3 fy Dayton (49) 76.92 | 2.08 | 78.02 | 2.01 
Toledo (40) 2.21 | 76.52 | 2.09 280 280 
27 Youngstown (17) 68.42 | 2.08 | 71.08 | 1.84 ! H 
All other counties (165). 1.90 1.71 220 
2 i Total Ohio (603) 76.20 | 2.00 | 78.48 | 1.98 220 s 
inte All Industries : 
Akron (228) | 59.08 1.55 54.45 1.51 160 160 
| beet | sost | 128 
64 Dayton (248) 10 | 1.61 | 61.69 | 1.52 «0 40 
13 Toledo (321) 62.78 1.59 57.18 1.50 
23 Youngstown (125) 55.61 | 1.46 | 55.12 | 1.44 
All other counties (2661) | 58.39 | 1.45 | 58.78 | 1.38 
—e Total Ohio (6129) ...| 57.89 | 1.48 | 54.60 | 1.89 TRADE 
— Covers production workers including working foreman. 580 TTT TTT TT) Seo 
een _- employees except executives and other high-salaried 520 
emp. ‘ees. — 
3 ® Covers all construction employees except executives and other 60 ' 
high-salaried employees. | 460 
4 
| BANK DEBITS 
= 7 MAJOR OHIO COUNTIES™ 4 
ce Per- 1 
| cent- ri 
ROM Make of Car age 160 TV0—f- 160 
ril | 1950 | 1950 | of 
Last 1950 1950 | from | from | Total wo tv - 
Year mos. 
Ct 1950 | 1949] 1960 49 
: No. No. % % % 
- wn 4,828 4,790 ¢ 1 15 26 BANKING AND FINANCE MILLION DOLLARS 
— 44 by 8,771 6 500 
- 1,247 ‘918 36 | +228 5 
915 841 9 57 5 3500 : 4 3500 
+ 58 61 y |— 62 4 
11 | 442 58 | +662 | — 42 3 cT 
Packard.......... 361 sol | + 17 1 | 2500 
Cadillac... 284 245 : 16 | + 19 1 
| | 
1500 
+25 | 100 500 500 
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1941 1943 1945 1947 1949 1950 
TOTAL MANUFACTURING (1935-1939=100) 
400 400 
220 
160 
CHEMICALS 
400 | mrp 400 
PAYROLLS 
280 | | = 280 
220 220 
NUMBER EMPLOYED 
| | | | 1 
FOOD PRODUCTS 
98 280 
220 | =—— 220 
160 160 
EMPLOYED 
100 x 199 
LUMBER 
460 | 460 
400 awe 400 
340 340 
280 280 
220 
NUMBER EMPLOYED 
MACHINERY 
640 | TITTTITTTT 640 
580 | + 580 
520 520 
PAYROLLS 
460 460 
400 7 4— 400 
340 7 T 340 
260 
220}— 4 =. 220 
/ 
METAL PRODUCTS 
| TT TT 340 
280 280 
220 Ly 220 
1941 1943 194 ~ rd 1949 1950 


Manufacturing Employment was up 1 per cent in May) facturin, 
from April, and was up 5 per cent from May 1949, but! with las 
for the first 5 months of the year was 3 per cent below Man-l 
the corresponding period of last year. Seven of the 11) cent in 
major manufacturing groups reported employment in. put for 
creases in May from April ranging from 2 per cent to 4) pelow 1 
per cent. Nine of the major manufacturing groups re. groups 
ported increases from May 1949 ranging from 1 per cent from A 
to 18 per cent. For the first 5 months of the year, as com- 1949. F 
pared with last year, only 2 of the major manufacturing) of the 
groups reported increases. in man: 


Manufacturing Pay Rolls were up 2 per cent in May last yee 
from April, were 15 per cent above May 1949, and for) Const 
the first 5 months of the year were 2 per cent above the from A 
same period last year. All but 2 of the 11 major manu. the firs 
facturing groups reported increases from April, and all) year. ‘ 
but one reported increases from May 1949. For the first from A 
5 months of the year, however, only 4 of the major manv- first 5: 


NuMBER EMPLOYED® 
INDEX NDRX 
1985-839=100 Cuanes -39=100 
INDUSTRIAL GROUP 
ay 5 
1950 1950 08, 
May | Apr. rom | from | 1950 # | Apr. 
1950 1950 pr. | May | from® | 1950 
1960 1949 1949 
% % 
All Manufacturing (2321)”....|| 123 122;+ 5|— 3 
Chemicals (147)* ...........|| 150 146/+ 6/+ 
Food Products (287)......... 93 4 
103 102;+ 1/+ 3 
Miscellaneous (174) .. 85 84 i+ 
Lumber Products (110). 133 134 1/+ 3 
Furniture (48) ...... 124 128 |— 1|j— 6 
Miscellaneous (62) ... 106 107 |— = t 8i/+ 2 
Machinery (487) 193 1389 | + 2 2\|—10 
Electrical Mach., Apparatus | 241 231 |}+ 4\/+12|— 6 
and Supplies (122)...... | 
Machine Tools (40) ........ 95 20 | — 2 
Material Handling and | 161 181 |— 11 |— 17 |— 188 
Machinery (13)... 
Drop Forgings (22)...... i 
Pipes, Pumps, Valves and i 91 soi+ & 
Plumbers’ Supplies (14). | 
Screw Machine Products 126 
and Hardware (34)...... | 
Sheet Metal Work (80).... | 187 185 |+ 5 
Steel Works and | 124 122;+ 1/+ 4 
Rolling Mills (68)....... 
Stoves and yy (28).. 93 s9 i+ 4 t 10 |— 2 
Miscellaneous (282) ....... 152 4 6 
Paper and Printing 126 1227;— 2 
Paper, incl. Stationery (i8)/ 121| 1283/— 8|+ # 
Print. and Publish. (147).. 136 137 |— 1 8 
Miscellaneous (103)....... | 119 19};+ *=|+ 
Rubber Products (49)........ | 18] 1199;— 1/— 6 
Tires and Tubes (9)....... 110 1183 9 
Miscellaneous (40)........ | 160 153 | + 4/+ 21/+ 8 
Stone, Clay, and Glass |} 122 4/+ 8 
Products (186) ......... i 
Brick and Tile (53)........ | 133 4 
| 107 106 |}+ 1 7 
Vitreous and Semi-Vitreous | 134 1384 * 1 
China and Pottery (32).. \ 
Miscellaneous (80) ........ | 87 s6i+ 2 
90 i+ 18 ft 10 
Men’s Clothing (52) 91 91);+ 1 t 6 4 
Miscellaneous (89) 82 80 2 27 | + 18 
Vehicles 180 127|/+ 5|— 3 
Autos and Parts (58)...... | 114 1lj+ 3/+ 6|— 2 
Cars, Electric and 166 28|— 18 
Street Railway (4) ...... | 306 305 | + 9 
Miscellaneous (83) ........ i 
Tot. Trade . Util (3914). 121 6|— 6 
Service 105 104/+ 2/— 1 
& Whis. (3025) | 105 104}/+ 
Transp. & Pub. Util. (405) | 139 139 =|— 3|— 


Indexes of number employed and of pay rolls are based o 
ment of 743,561 persons in 6,129 firms. Figures in paren’ 
rs. 


In some cases fewer firms report man-hou 
and footnotes, see page 2. 
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May facturing groups reported pay roll increases as compared 
_ but! with last year. 
elow’ Man-hours Worked in manufacturing were up 2 per 
e 11) cent in May from April, and 7 per cent from May 1949, 
in put for the first 5 months of the year were 3 per cent 
to 4) below last year. All but two of the major manufacturing 
} Te} groups reported increases in man-hours worked in May 
cent from April, and all but one reported increases from May 
com- 1949. For the first 5 months of the year, however, only 2 
ring! of the major manufacturing groups reported increases 
in man-hours worked as compared with the same period 
May last year. 
| for| Construction Employment was up 11 per cent in May 
» the from April, but was 1 per cent below May 1949, and for 
anu- the first 5 months of the year was 5 per cent below last 
d all) year. Construction pay roll was up 20 per cent in May 
first. from April and was 5 per cent above May 1949, and for the 
1anu- first 5 months of the year was 4 per cent below last year. 


Pay Rouis® Man-Hours*® 
CHANGE 1985-$9—100 CHANGE 

5 5 5 
mos, 1950 1950 mos. 1950 1950 mos 
1950 Apr. | from | from | 1950 May | Apr. from | 1950 
from ; 1950 | Apr. 1950 1960 | Apr. | May rom 
1949 1950 1949 1949 1950 1949 1949 
— 2 137 134 2 8 
8)/+12/+ 4 164 ise 3 1 
— 4 5|— 2 90 4i— 8|— 56 
+ 3 4 110 109 2 
— 7 6|— 6|— 5 76 713 5i— 9|— 6 
— 3 879 |— Ti— 1 148 149 1 5i— 2 
— 6 38 142 144|— 3 3i— 4 
+ 2 2122;+ 2/+13/+ 8 102 102; + 2 
— 10 491+ 8/+14|— 4 213 208 3 7 
— 6 569 | ++ 5 | + 2 267 256 4 18 |— 4 
— 22 1998 |+ 2/—13 |—19 93 91 15 |— 21 
— 18 617 |— 12 |— 2|— 38 206 238 |— 18 |— —~9|i— 6 
— il 314;+ 3 llj— 4 118 115 3 8i— 7 
— 6 302 | + 2 lj— 5 142 140 1 10 |— 5 
303 | + 38 13 142 137 4 
— 4/+18|/— 92 88i+ 9|— 4 
— 10 2738 |} + 15 |} + 23/— 140 128;+4/+18|— 6 
5 378 4 38 ll 161 157 3 36 9 

: 4 305 = 3 t 3 z 5 143 148 = 3 t 6 pa 4 
— 2 200|+ * 91 90 1 1 
— 6 332 | + 91+ 26/+ 1 172 161 7 : 21|— 2 
— 2 23 9/+ 129 128 z 5i— 
+ * 319 |— 1 8i+ 4 137 139 1 4i+ 
— 3 2868 |} + 1 6i+ 2 132 131 1j— 2 
— * 3066 | + */+ 19 | + 10 130 128 1 4 
— 6 261+ 8/+ 9/— 8 140 134 t 4 83i— 6 
— 221+ 5 4|— 6 110 106 4 5 
—1 1/— =|— 7 & 
4 1j— 8 79 76 1/— 6 
z 10 229 2 $1 16 99 97 2\|+ 24 12 
239; + 3 /|+ 22 8 114 110 4 20 7 

+ 18 225 | + 36 18 89 88 z 26 14 
— 3 38 6/— 5 147 147 |— 6 
— 9 * zi—18 282 281 li— 
— 5 214/+ 2 13 1 136 136 z 9i— 2 
= 2200 4 3 4 114 112 2 8i— 8 
my 1441}/+16/+ =/— 1 94 8i— 6|— 7 
— 1 196 */—11|}/—11 100 100 
— 3 1/— 1 157 156 l1ij— 5|— 6 
— 5 244/+20/+ 4 e |}+17/— 3|— 8 
—2 = — 56|— 20 e e — 1|—M 


mployme 774,918 Persons in 6,849 firms; indexes of man-hours, on the employ- 
show nuMpf firms reporting employment and pay roll. 
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Business Conditions in 


(1935-1939 = — 


$ 


AKRON 


Total employment decreased 1 per cent in May 
from April and 5 per cent from May 1949. Manu- 
facturing employment showed a decrease from April 
and also from May of last year, while nonmanu- 
facturing employment increased for the correspond- 
ing period. Total pay rolls increased 3 per cent 
from April and showed the same change from 
May 1949. 

Retail sales in May increased 13 per cent from 
April and 12 per cent from May of last year. May 
bank debits were down 7 per cent from April but 
up 5 per cent from May 1949. Industrial power con- 
sumption decreased 1 per cent from April but in- 
creased 7 per cent from May of last year. 


CANTON 


Total employment increased a fraction of a per 
cent and total pay rolls decreased 6 per cent in May 
from April; each showed decreases of 14 per cent 
from May 1949. Manufacturing employment in- 
creased 1 per cent from April while nonmanufactur- 
ing employment decreased 2 per cent. Both groups 
decreased from May 1949. 

Retail sales in May increased 9 per cent from 
April and 8 per cent from May of last year. May 
bank debits increased 5 per cent from April and 
15 per cent from May 1949. 


CINCINNATI 


Total employment and total pay rolls each in- 
creased 1 per cent from April but decreased 7 per 
cent and 2 per cent, respectively, from May 1949. 

Retail sales in May increased 4 per cent from 
April and showed the same change from May 1949. 
Retail food prices in May were 3 per cent above 
April and 1 per cent above May 1949. Bank debits 
were up 9 per cent from April and 14 per cent from 
May of last year. 

The steel industry operating rate during May 
was 105 per cent of capacity, 2 points above April 
and 6 points above May 1949. 


CLEVELAND 


Total employment increased 2 per cent from 
April but decreased 2 per cent from May 1949. 
Total pay rolls increased 1 per ecnt from April and 
5 per cent from May 1949. Employment and pay 
rolls in all industries increased from April with 
the exception of nonmanufacturing employment 
which decreased fractionally from April. 


May retail sales increased 7 per cent from April 
and 11 per cent from May 1949. Retail food prices 
increased 2 per cent from April but dropped 1 per 
cent from May of last year. Bank debits increased 
10 per cent from April and 7 per cent from May 
1949, 


The steel industry operating rate during May 
averaged 98 per cent of capacity, 1 point above the 
previous month and 8 points below May of last year. 
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ril 


%o 
Number Employed 
1985-39 104 1 — 5 — 7 
All Manufacturing (80)*....... 88; 8 | —10 
Trade & Pub. Util. (187)* ..... ” 147 1446;+ #* + 2 
Construction (29)* ............ ” 90' 82) + 10 —15 | — 23 
Pay Rolls: Total¥ (246)4. 207' +201; + 3 + 3 — 2 
All 167; 159| + 5 — 1 — 9 
Trade & Pub. Util. (187)* ..... ” 303 2900;'; + 4 + 10 + 9 
Construction (29)* ...... 320 290 | + 10 — 8 |—16 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (77)8 | e e 18 | +12 
Auto Registrations :*-5 New Cars .....No. 1,855 1,658 12 +15 | + 22 
New Trucks ... ” | 261| 197) + 32 + 84 + 47 
Cost of Jam. 1939 » 
eBank Debits 370| 397; 7|+ 5 | + 2 
jal Failures™ ...........++..No. 2 + 2t| + — 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol. 110 Oo'+ +900 — 35 
totes, Power Consump. .1935-39| 332 | 336; — 1 | + 2 
al. Bldg. Permits®-*—Total*..... 1,791 | 1,908; — 6 +118 + 57 
3,179 | 3,147; + 1 +251 +185 
Nonresidential ad 869 | 1,660; — 48 | — 12 | — 32 
Number Employed 
Total® (201)* -1935-39 123 122; + — 20 
All Manufacturing (84)*....... 120, 119; + 1 — 21 — 27 
Trade & Pub. Util (90)* ....... | 127; 129|— 2 — 1 — 4 
Construction (27)® ............ | 146) +10 | — 1 | —19 
Pay Rolls: Total¥ (201)*..... 231; 6 — 20 
All 258! 274|— 3 |— 9 
Trade & Pub. Util (90)* ....... ” 288 285| + 1 + 2 —- 1 
Construction | 274 252'+ 9 — 18 — 24 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (21)* %| © | © + 9|+ 8|+ 1 
Auto Registrations :7* New Cars .....No.| 1,178, 988' + 19 + 32 + 29 
New Trucks ... ” 154 156; — 1 +14 
*Bank Debits Index®-t............1985-39 336, + 5 +15 |— 2 
Commercial Failures’ 0 1} — 1t|— 1*7| + 
Liabilities"? Dol 0) 6| —100 —100 + 20 
Val. Bidg. Permits®-* Total®. .....1985—32 696 434, + 60 + 51 + 45 
Residential .........seeeeeeseee 1,202 591) +103 + 60 + 44 
Nonresidential 329 411 | — 20 + 23 +108 
CINCINNATI 
Number Employed 
Total® (932)® ........ 110 109; + 1 — 7 — 9 
All Manufacturing (370)*.. 127 + 3 — 2 — 7 
Trade & Pub. Util. (464)* . 84 — 1 — 12 
Construction (98)* ...... = 97 2 
Pay Rolls: Total¥ 246; 245, + 1 — 2 — 6 
All Manufacturing (370)*...... ” 326; 317, + 3 + 12 + 4 
Trade & Pub. Util. (464)* ...... - 175| 17% — * —12 —12 
Construction (98)* ............ | 188) 16 — 4|—13 | — 6 
. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (182)"* % | © |+ 8 
Auto Registrations :*** New Cars .... -No. | 3,247 | 2,733 | + 19 + 23 + 26 
New Trucks . 453 406 | + 12 + 50 + 24 
Retail Food Price Index™........1935-39' 203 197| + 3 + 1 — 2 
*Bank Debits Index®-t............ 1935-39; 292| 268); + 9 | + 5& 
Commercial Failures 2 4} — 2+| — 2\— 6f 
Liabilities ......Thous. Dol. 108 16) +575 | +116 — 76 
Val. Bidg. Permits®-* Total*......1985-39 | 674| 806| — 16 | +221 | +110 
| 224) 185| + 21 | +154 | +143 
Nonresidential ............+++- 1,607 | 2,216 | — 27 +832 +202 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate 4 As. % Cap. | ‘105 | + 1 | + 6|— 2 
CLEVELAND 
Number Employed | 
Totat* -¢1803) 1935-39 125 123 2 — 2 — 8 
All Manufacturing (553)* ..... | 130] 127! 
Trade & Pub. Uti (595)*...... 107 — 
424 389, + 9 + ll — 4 
¢ Pay Rolls: Total® (1303)*.... ” 293: 200';4+ 5/— 2 
All Manufacturing (553)" ..... ” | 299 298| + * + 
Trade & Pub. Util. (595)*...... a | 232 226; + 3 — 7 a 8 
Construction (155)* ........-- | 647 448| + 22 +27 1 
Ret. Sales—I Independent Stores’ (283) % | a + 7 + 11 + 4 
Auto Registrations Ni ew Cars .....No.| 6,834 | 5,822, + 17 | 23 29 
Sew Trucks ... ” 645 670 | + 13 | 39 25 
Cost of 1939 » » 
Retail Food Price Index ~-1935-39| 206 2023; + 1 — 3 
*Bank Debits Index*.f....... 841] 811/ +10 | + 7) 4+ 1 
ercial Failures 14 10; + + + 16f 
Liabilities thous. Dol. 235 222; + — 55 
Val. Bidg. Permits*-* Total®. .....1935-39 | 589 443 + 33 + 41 + 70 
808 395 | +105 | +158 +178 
Nonresidential ............- arg 568; 857| — 34 | — 31 + 40 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate 4 Wks. Av.%Cap.| 98| * |— 3 |— 8 
* Indicates Series Charted (Page 6). For Sources and Footnotes, see Page 2. 


Jas 
tie 


Employed 


1935-39 128 126' + 1 — 2 4 
All emetes (120) 129 127; + 2 + 5 — 4 
Trade & Pub. U (290) . | 122 121; + 1 — 5 — 3 
Construction tah | 166! 146; + 7 —16 | — 6 
Pay Rolls: Total® (437)*. 298| + 2 + 1 — 1 
All Manufacturing (120)8.. | 381| + 4 | +n 
Trade & Pub. (290) 219/ 211; + 4 |—12 | — 6 
Construction 364; 389; + 7;—11 | — 6 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (i40)" %| © | © |+ 7/+ 7; +4 
Auto Registrations : Cars .....No. | 2,282 | 1,815 | + 26 + 88 | + 39 
w Trucks ... ” 285| 208; + 37 + 23 + 6 
Retail Food Price Index. 1838; 179; + 2;— 5 
¢Bank Debits Index®-t........ 321) + 7 + 10 + 3 
Commercial Failures ........... — + + lf 
ee Liabilities’? ...... Thous. Dol. 28; 117| — 76 + 33 — 8 
Val. Bidg. Permits®-* Total®. .....1935—39 1,125 714| + 58 + 72 + 52 
Nonresidential ....... Goad 1.661| 969| + 71 | +177 | + 88 
Residential 347 | 180| + 93 | — 68 | — 27 
DAYTON 
Number Employed 
1935-39 142 140; + 2 + 5 — 
All Manufacturing (119)*...... = 154} 152| + 2 + 6|— 5 
Trade & Pub. Util. (89)* ....... = 136 136; + * — * — 2 
Construction (50)* ............ 90 81) + 11 + 29 + 20 
e Pay Rolls: Total® (258)4..... 418; + 5 + 16 + 4 
All = 483; 462 + 5 + 21 + 4 
Trade & Pub. Util. (89)* ....... - 301 288 + 7 — 1 — 5 
Construction 305 250 + 22 + 31 + 26 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores* (21)* %\| , +18 — 1 — 
Auto Registrations : 22-8 New Cars .....No. | 2,067 | 1,853 + 12 +11 )/+17 
New Trucks ... ” 1 + 6 + 13 + 9 
eBank Debits Index®t............ 1935-39 381 364), + 5 +13 + 5 
Commercial Failures ...........+.. .No. — + 4 
Liabilities? Thous. Dol.| 21! 172| — 88 | — 65 | +211 
Indus. Power Consump. Index!-t .1935-$9 | 308 | 317;— 3 | +4} 4+ 12 
Val. Bidg. Permits:t—Total®..... 919| 607, + 51 + 42 + 46 
Residential ............+. 2,080 | 1,364 + 53 +253 +163 
Nonresidential ............++.. 144 223 35 — 83 — 51 
TOLEDO 
Number Employed 
1935-39 87 838i + 5 — 8 
All 92 84; + 10 — 4 — 18 
Pub. Util. (189)* ...... 84 | 2 — 14 — 1b 
Constrection 96; 85) + 12 + 
ePay Rolls:*¢ Total® (357)*..... = 191 174; + 10 + 1 — 
All Manufacturing (127)*....... sed | 198, 178) + 11 + 9 — 1 
Trade & Pub. Util. (189)* ...... 4 | 164; 159) + 38 —14 — 16 
Construction (41)* ............ ws 207 159 + 30 | + 16 | — 8 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores‘ (95)* | 4 
Auto Registrations : 228 ated Care ..ce. No. | 1, aca 1, 605 + 23 + 46 + 24 
New Trucks . 6 | 169| + 28 | + 24 | + 12 
Cost of Jan. 1939 | 
eBank Debits Index®-t............ 1935-39 290 $10 + 3 
Commercial Failures” ..... coe 2 2 OF or; — 
Liabilities"? ...... Thous. Dol. 34; —80 | —76 | + 20 
Indus. Power Consump. Index’ .1985—39| 272; + 9|+ 5 
Val. Bidg. Permits®:*—Total®..... ” 695 679; + 2 — 52 | + 3 
Residential .............. = 1, + 17 +168 | +218 
Nonresidential ............++.- s 336 | — 29 | — 89 | —71 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Number Employed | 
1935-39 119 117; + 2 — 6 
All Manufacturing (34)* ...... | 187! + 8 — 56/]—10 
Trade & Pub. Util. (93)" ...... oe | 116 116; — * — 8 — 10 
Construction (17) .........+.- 27 + 21 — 25 — 37 
e Pay Rolls:5¢ Total® (144)*..... “s 251 248; + 1 — 5 — 13 
All Manufacturing (34)* ...... a6 300 295; + 2 — 2 — 13 
Trade & Pub. Util. (93)" ...... - 258 253 [= 2 — 8 — 6 
Construction (17)* ..........+. 108 84; + 28 — 26 
Ret. Sales—Independent Stores’ (99) | |+ 9) | — 
Auto Registrations : 2-8 New Cars ..... No. ® b b 
New Trucks ... ” bj b b 
Cost of Living.» Jan.1939' » | » b b 
Bank Debits Index®t............ 1935-39 | 363, 371) — 2 | +10 | + 
* Commercial as No. 2 + 2t| + 14+] + 
Liabilities ...... Thous. Dol 70 | ¥ | — 35 
Indus. Power Consump. t -1985~-89 274: 265; + 3 8 + 3 
Val. Bldg. Permits®-*—Total | 654| 438; + 49 | +118 + 77 
601) + 76 | +184 | +106 
Nonresidential ................ “e 50 405! — 14 | +171 + 51 
Steel Ind. Oper. Rate! 4 Wks. Av. %Cap.| 107| 105| + 2|+ 2|— 9 
* Indicates Series Charted (Page 7). For S and Footnotes, see Page 2. 
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= the Chief Ohio Cities 
| COLUMBUS 
* | Total employment in all industries increased in 
4 May from April but decreased from May 1949 with 
the exception of manufacturing employment which 
- 1 | imereased 5 per cent. Pay rolls in all industries in- 
| 2 | creased in May from April with totel employment 
!_ ; up 1 per cent from May 1949. 
+ Retail sales in May increased 7 per cent from 
- 6 April and showed the same change from May 1949. 
 , Retail food prices increased 2 per cent from April 
a | but decreased 6 per cent from May of last year. 
-88 Bank debits in May were up 7 per cent from April 
me: and 10 per cent from May 1949. 
. DAYTON 
- FE Total employment in May increased 2 per cent 
> a from April and 5 per cent from May 1949. Employ- 
ment in manufacturing and construction showed 
- 25 increases from April and from May of last year 
= | while nonmanufacturing employment increased in 
" _ May from April but decreased from May 1949. Total 
- . _ pay rolls showed similar changes for the correspond- 
211 periods. 
eo May retail sales were 18 per cent above April but 
168-1 per cent below May 1949. Bank debits increased 
—  _—‘5 per cent from April and 13 per cent from May of 
_._—_—silast year. Industrial power consumption decreased 
“ | 3 per cent from April but increased 14 per cent 
-18 from May 1949. 
| TOLEDO 
# ; Total employment increased 5 per cent from April 50 pitittistiilse 
. but decreased 8 per cent from May 1949. Manu- TOLEDO 
b } facturing employment showed similar changes while 400 T m4 7400 
3 nonmanufacturing employment decreased both from 
April and from May of last year. Total pay rolls 350 
—s Retail sales in May increased 8 per cent from 250 
— _ April and 6 per cent from May 1949. Bank debits 200 
_y decreased 6 per cent from April but increased 10 
" " _ per cent from May of last year. Industrial power 150 
_ 37 consumption increased 6 per cent from April and 100 
-2 9 per cent from May 1949. 
- Li 50 
12 
YOUNGSTOWN 400 
Be at Total employment and total pay rolls increased 350 
St 2 per cent and 1 per cent, respectively, in May from 
Sy April but decreased 6 per cent and 5 per cent, 300 
a _ respectively, from May 1949. All components of 
rs), employment and pay rolls showed similar changes. 250 
aa Retail sales were up 9 per cent in May from 200 
2. April and 11 per cent from May 1949. Bank debits 
decreased 2 per cent in May from April but increased 
| 10 per cent from May of last year. Industrial power 100 
consumption increased 3 per cent in May from April 
{ and 8 per cent from May 1949. 50 
The steel industry operating rate during May } utiitiis, 
averaged 107 per cent of capacity, 2 points above 
the previous month and 2 points above May 1949. 1941 1945 1945 one 1949 950 
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Employment Variations in Nonmanufactur- 
ing Industries in Ohio by Size of Firm 


(Continued from page 1) 
may be the result of the seasonal along with the cyclical 
factor. 


Wholesale Trade—Employment in October 1947 as com- 
pared with October 1942 was up in the small, medium, 
and large size firms. The largest increases occurred in 
the smaller size companies, those employing from 1 to 9 
persons. In February 1949 as compared with October 
1947, employment increased in each of the different size 
groups with the exception of companies in the 30-49 em- 
ployee group. Again, the largest relative increases oc- 
curred in the smallest size firms. The employment pat- 
terns became more mixed in February 1950 as compared 
with February 1949. Employment in firms in the smallest 


RETAIL TRADE : Per Cent Change in Employment, By Size of Firm 
February, 1950 from February, 1949 
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Source: Accompanying Table 


and in the largest size groups increased but decreased in 
firms in the medium size groups. Once again, relative 
increases in employment were greater in the smallest size 
firms—those employing from 1 to 9 persons. 


Indexes of Employment in Major Nonmanufacturing 

Industry Groups, by Size of Firm, Ohio, 
Selected Months 1942-1950 

(Size Based on Employment As of October, 1942) 


ndustry Indexes of Employ. (Oct., 1942 = 100) - ge Change 
and No. 0 ‘eb. rom 
Oct. Oct. Feb. Feb. 4 
Employees 1942 1947 1949 1950 Feb., 1949 
Wholesale 
Trade 

1-9 100.0 182.7 143.2 159.3 +11.2 
10-29 100.0 115.4 120.8 118.2 — 2.2 
80-49 100.0 129.7 126.6 112.4 —11.2 

100.0 113.8 116.1 111.7 — 3.8 
100-199 100.0 101.8 110.9 112.3 + 18 
Trade: 

1-9 124.2 122.6 120.3 — 19 
10-29 100.0 115.5 115.6 115.4 — 0.2 
30-49 100.0 114.0 107.9 95.1 —11.9 
50-99 142.6 116.0 109.8 — 5.8 

+ eae 100.0 93. 3.8 3 + 6.6 
and over 100.0 180.1 118.6 106.5 —10.2 
ice: 

1-9 100.0 189.3 182.5 180.5 — 15 
10-29 100.0 114.4 103.2 97.6 — 54 
30-49 100.0 111.8 99.8 1 — 9.7 
50-99 100.0 101.0 92.6 79.2 —14.5 

100-199 100.0 97.3 81.7 0 + 4.0 
and over 100.0 110.9 108.2 108.7 — 4.2 
Source: Computed by the Bureau of Business Research from special 


tabulation supplied by the Bureau of Labor Statistics, United States 
Department of Labor. Basic data for February, 1950 supplied by the 
Division of Research and Statistics, Ohio Bureau of Unemployment 
Compensation. 


Retail Trade—With the exception of firms in the size 
group 100-199 employees, the number employed by firms 
in each of the various size groups was up in October 
1947 as compared with October 1942. The relatively 
largest increase occurred in employment in firms falling 
in the size groups 50-99 employees. In February 1949 
as compared with October 1947, the number employed in 
firms in each of the different size groups was down except 
in the size group 10-29 employees where employment 
remained at about the same level. These decreases in 
employment, it should be noted, were, for the most part, 
seasonal in nature. The number employed in the different 
firms in the various size groups in February 1950 as com- 
pared with February 1949 was down in each group ex- 
cept the size group 100 to 199 employees. The greatest 
relative decreases occurred in the size groups 30-49 em- 
ployees and 200-and-over employees. Since the compari- 
son is between February in both 1949 and 1950, the em- 
ployment decreases in these cases are not seasonal but 
cyclical. 


Service—In the service industries, employment in Oc- 
tober 1947 as compared with October 1942 increased in 
each of the different size groups with the exception of 
the size group 100-199 employees. The greatest relative 
increase occurred in the size group 1 to 9 employees. As 
between February 1949 and October 1947, the number em- 


SERVICE INDUSTRIES : Per Cent Change in Employment, By Size 
of Firm, February, 1950 from February, 1949 


Per Cent Cho... 


“— 


200 ond over 


Source: Accompanying Table 


ployed in firms in each of the different size groups was 
down. Here again, part of the decline was seasonal. The 
decreases showed no consistency of pattern with respect to 
size of firm. Both relatively large and small declines oc- 
curred in both the smaller and larger firms. Employment 
in February 1950 as compared with the same month a year 
ago was down in each of the different size groups with 
the exception of the size group 100-199 employees. The 
smallest decline, of 1.5 per cent, occurred in the size group 
1 to 9 employees while the largest drop of 14.5 per cent 
took place in the size group 50-99 employees. 


Summary of Employment Changes by Size of Firm— 
Employment trends for the most part were consistent 
among the different size firms in the different industries, 
but the magnitude of the changes varied considerably. 
In the wholesale trade, the greatest relative changes oc- 
curred in the smaller firms. No such generalization could 
be made from the data for retail trade and service 
industries. Sam Arnold 
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